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ARMS TESTIHONY

Gore Asserts Bid for Secret
Briefing Was Rebuffed

By ROBERT B. SEMPLE Jr.
Special to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, Nov. 12 «
The White House was reported
today to have instructed of-
ficials of the Arms Control and .
Disarmament Agency not to ap-
pear in closed session before a
Senate subcommittee that had
asked for a briefing on the

forthcoming arms control talks -

in Helsinki.

Describing the order as un-
precedented, mystifying and
“regrettable,” Senator Albert

- Gore said he had been forced to

cancel an executive session of

the subcommittee on Interna-
tional Organization and Dis-
armament Affairs, which he;
heads, when officials from the
arms control agency told him
that they were not free to
testify. .
“This is the first time to my
knowledge,” the Tennesse Dem-
ocrat said in a statement, “that
an agency charged with a re-
sponsibility in the field of,
foreign affairs has not been
willing—or, in this case, f
to meet with the disarmament
subcommittee on a subject on
which the subcommittee ha
had jurisrdiction..” :
Mr. Gore did not explicity
say that the White House had
ordered agency officials nof teq
appear, although he implied
but other sources confirme
that Gerald C. Smith, head of
the agency, had checked with|
the White House after 3
the subcommittee’s inv
and had been told he could nok
appear. )
Arms Agency Siatement
The instructions were sl

to have come from the office|

of Henry A. Kissinger, the
President’s Adviser on National
Security Affairs.
in response to inquiries, the
arms control agency told news-
men this afternoon essentially
what it had told Senator Gore
yesterday. .
“We understand,” the ageney
said in a brief statement, *
th White House is plm
handle the matter of briefi

Congress on our approaelt 1o

the Helsinki talks.”

But the agency said it did
not know whether the W

.

. Senator Clifford Case of New

_bers of the commitiee from/

. not only to consent to treaties

House in fact intended 4 sém-
dusj': sugt‘ln]g.x‘iefip_gs. 2
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-deny members of the Fon 5

Relations Committee access to
_ its negotiating position. ‘

Some staff members of the
subcommittee were prepared to
concede that Dr. Kissinger
might have been nervous about
the possibility of premature re-
lease of the United States posi-
tion.

. But most members of the
committee felt that the White
House wished to “keep total
control” of the negotiating pro-
cess and had no desire to ex-
pose itself to its crities- on the
subcommittee, some -of . whom
had been fearful that President

. Nixon was approaching the
- talks with excessive -caution

and inflexibility.
New Challenge Seen

L] = Ty WY

gt ratin
o

5 .

“Inasmuch as the SALY talks
will hopefully produce an
agreement for some limitations

_ regarding nuclear weapons,”

Mr. Gore said, “it is regrettable

" that officials charged with con-

ducting these negotiations are
-prohibited from briefing re-
sponsible members of the Sen-
ate so that the Senate will be
in wm position consciontiously
to discharge its constitutional
responsibilities.” ,
Mr. Gore refused to elabo-
rate on his statement  and
other members of the subcom-
mittee were not immediately
available for comment.
" But committee sources said
the Tepnessee Democrat’s dis-
y was widely sharad within
foreign Relations Commit.!
tes as a whole and thet at
least two Republican members,

Jmeycand Sel}a?r John Mh&d
man Cooper of Kentucky,

privatelg said they were dis-
tuclt*big y the Administration’s
a .

Tu general, the liberal mem-

both parties have been "
that the “advice and m
provision of the Constitution
grants Congress the wurthority

after they are drawn but also
offer advice and counsel before.

‘and during the negotiating

Drocess.

° Mr. Gore’s tomplaint that the
Administration had chosen de-:

-liberstely to isolate jtseM from:

C in advance of the
Hms negotiationg stemmed
in large part from his comvic-
tion that Congress hed thus
been denied the right to exer-
cise its legitimate function. - |
Mr. Gore also said that the
Administration’s decislon . pug-|
zled him, in part
“members of this s
tee . . . have been in the fore-
front in both cooperation with
previous administrations and
in securing approval of treaties
and agreements in this field of
armament limitation and con-
trol.” . . i
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